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First job in fashion?
“Helping my mother choose her bags and shoes and matching
brooch to wear to the office at age eight.”
What's new?
“My home in London.”
How did you get started?

“I just bought a one-way ticket to Paris—or Parisdise—and
started working as a model. [ wanted a fashion education and
thought modelling would open some doors so I could peek
behind the curtains.”

What does il take to gel to the top of the tree?

“Not much, just a good pair of sneakers and one of my stepsons
asking me if I can climb as high as them.”

Do you ever wear your own designs?
“Always.”
What inspires you?

“My surroundings and music and art and travel."
Fashion is...

“A state of mind.”
How important are hemlines?

“Well, for myself, very important. [ have one that suits me and

I stick toit.”
Can you mullitask?
“I love to multitask—that's when I excel.”
What would you like as your epitaph?
“Live and let live.”
Are gou only as good as your last collection?
“One must always strive to be better than one's last collection.”
Are gon/iwere gou a juvenile delinquent?
“No, [ was a very good girl... ™
Are you a smoky somethin'?
“I smoked cigarettes for a bit, until | realised that they stunt
vour growth. Then [ stopped immediately.”
Do you gel jealous af other designers?
“Never. [ love to see what they create.”
Do you get recognised in the streel?
Do you haveave you ever had a stalker?
“Well, I am very tall, which makes me fairly easy to spot... "
Have you ever thrown a diva strop?

“Ugh, [ have witnessed way too many over the years. | prefer to

be the quiet storm... Calm at times of crisis.”
What do you think about the way most people dress?

*I don't think about it, really. I mostly think about how [ dress.”
Was there a particular point when gou started
to get ambitious?

*I was always ambitious. I had my own business at the age of 127
Have you aliways been all about fashion?

“Fashion and art have always been my obsessions. To me, they
are practically synonymous.”

Are you a legend? Legendary?

“Not in my own mind.”

Dallas or Dynasty? Sue Ellen or Alexis?

“Alexis. I could never be bitchy like that, but I've certainly done
the shoulder pads. Thierry Mugler circa 19877

Have you ever lied in an interview?

“Once. When [ was trying to get a job as a model, I said [ was
only 6ft tall. Then I realised, if was going to be tall, why not be
the tallest?

Do gou have a mentor? A muse? Who/iwhat are they?

“My muses have always been in film's non-realistic, caricature
phase, like Auntie Mame."

Are you a believer in healthy competition?

“Like who can eat the most pancakes? Or who can win in the
sack race... Or who has the longest legs?"

What did you have for dinner last night?
“Some Japanese takeaway.”
How many licks does it take to get to the centre of it?
“I may be from Utah, but I am not falling for that one, my dear... "
If you could be a superhero,
which one would you be and why?

“Well, that's easy—Wonder Woman. [ love a good pair of gold

cuffs and a corset.”
What is good design?

“Whatever makes you feel good and gives you a
great silhouette.”

Do you remember your first dress? Show?

*I bought this black vintage dress when I was nine and re-cut it,
and looked, well, maybe a bit too sophisticated for my parents,
so [ wasn't really allowed to wear it... The first dress [ designed
was my black headmistress dress and [ loved it. My first show
was when I would put together plays for my family and friends
and sell them tickets and seat them in the garden. It was a bit
like Shakespeare in the park. But more like a one-woman show
in my back vard...”

What's calgar?

“Talking about money or status.”

Have gou ever banned angone from your show because
of a bad review? Would you?

“Ugh, no, I have never done that. If you have a show and
invite the journalists and editors you admire, then you must
accept they are there to review and advise. [ like to hear
what they think and sometimes find it amusing if they note
a misstep. In the end, it's always exciting to have your
work acknowledged.”

How pretentious are you on a scale of 1-107

“Pretentious? Gosh, I hope I'm a zero. That is not an attractive
characteristic. However, I can be a bit discerning about certain
things. Having high standards is a good attribute.”
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